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Synopsis

As the world’s largest democracy and a rising international economic power, India has long been
heralded for its great strides in technology and trade. Yet it is also plagued by poverty, illiteracy,
unemployment, and a vast array of other social and economic issues. Here, noted journalist and
former Financial Times South Asia bureau chief Edward Luce travels throughout India’s many
regions, cultures, and religious circles, investigating its fragile balance between tradition and
modernity. From meetings with key political figures to fascinating encounters with religious pundits,
economic gurus, and village laborers, In Spite of the Gods is a fascinating blend of analysis and
reportage that comprehensively depicts the nuances of India’s complex situation and its place in the

world.
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Customer Reviews

Edward Luce is a British journalist and former Financial Times New Delhi Bureau Chief. His main
interests in this book are the social, political and economic arenas in India. Luce writes about
several "patterns" that he has noticed in collective Indian behaviour: sycophancy, criminalization of
politics, Hindu fundamentalism, the State unintentionally oppressing the poor, and so on. He
weaves these patterns into small scale themes such as the fallacy (in his opinion) of the Indian
nationalist perception that progress lies in developing the villages and decentralizing political power.
His grand theme is the condition of the poor in India.To shore up the argument for each of the
patterns, Luce relies on interviews (with a surprising number of very prominent people), events

(historical and current), anecdotes, and other cultural observations. He does all of this a trifle



haphazardly, but manages to make it all very interesting. His anecdotes and event summaries are
piquant and entertaining. Luce seems to have benefited from advice from people like Ramachandra
Guha, a very prominent Indian historian. The bigger picture that emerges from this book is
reasonably accurate. For people unfamiliar with India, the book would be great: a concise yet fairly
comprehensive introduction.On the negative side, the book is journalistic rather than scholarly. The
result is that nearly everything in the book expresses opinion rather than the result of any kind of
study. Some topics are the author’s pet peeves rather than anything important. Others are
important, but rather than report all angles, Luce often picks a side and provides a very zealous

argument in its favour. This bias sometimes results in inaccuracies.

Download to continue reading...

In Spite of the Gods: The Rise of Modern India Egyptian Gods: The Gods and Goddesses of
Ancient Egypt (Egyptian Gods, Ancient Egypt) The Making of Modern Colombia: A Nation in Spite of
ltself Caste, Society and Politics in India from the Eighteenth Century to the Modern Age (The New
Cambridge History of India) How to Raise a Healthy Child in Spite of Your Doctor: One of America’s
Leading Pediatricians Puts Parents Back in Control of Their Children’s Health Secondhand Scotch:
How One Family Survived In Spite Of Themselves Hinduism: This is Hinduism - Learn the Basics
about Hindu Beliefs, Gods and Rituals (FREE BONUS ecourse and ebook on Mindful Meditation
Included) (Hinduism ... Hinduism for Beginners, Hinduism Gods) Hinduism: History and Gods
(Ultimate Guide to the Hindu Religion, Gods, Rituals and Beliefs) (Hinduism Beliefs and Practices
Book 1) Norse Mythology: The Norse Gods And The Nine Worlds (Norse Mythology, Nine Worlds,
Norse Gods) The village gods of South India Indian Philosophy: Volume I: with an Introduction by
J.N. Mohanty (Oxford India Collection) (Oxford India Collection (Paperback)) Ramayana: India’s
Immortal Tale of Adventure, Love and Wisdom: India’s Immortal Tale of Adventure, Love, and
Wisdom Alberuni’s India. An account of the religion, philosophy, literature, geography, chronology,
astronomy, customs, laws and astrology of India about A.D. 1030 VOL. 1 A History of the Sikhs:
Volume 2: 1839-2004 (Oxford India Collection) (Oxford India Collection (Paperback)) Captains File:
India: From Nayudu to Kohli, India’s Test Cricket Captains Of God and Gods: Egypt, Israel, and the
Rise of Monotheism (George L. Mosse Series) The Rise of China in Asia: Security Implications -
Senkaku Islands, Taiwan, North Korea on the Brink, Chinese Threat to Neighbors, India’s Response
to China, South China Sea Rise Sister Rise: A Guide to Unleashing the Wise, Wild Woman Within
For the Love of the Gods: The History and Modern Practice of Theurgy The book of diamonds: their

history and romance from ancient India to modern times

Dmca


http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/read-book/0vPkM/in-spite-of-the-gods-the-rise-of-modern-india.pdf?r=jg%2FKNHXZePQnOPPuXkHdE8ReCyOEFAdC8fIMpvOOcn4%3D
http://ebooksupdate.com/en-us/dmca

